
LEVIN-TAITOKO 
“A COMMUNITY RADIATING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”  

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH 
56 Weraroa Road, Levin 

 

   Website: www.stjosephlevin.com 
   Facebook: St Josephs Catholic Church Levin 
   Phone: 06 210 2891/0220406399 
   Email:  Fr. Dennis — pp@stjosephlevin.com   
          Office — office@stjosephlevin.com 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning Mass 9:15 am 
Weekday Masses 9.30 am Tuesday to Thursday 
 12:10 pm Friday 
Liturgy of the word with Communion 9.30 am Monday 
Adoration 11:10 am Friday 
Reconciliation Friday after Mass 

30TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CONTACT 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
stjoeslevin.school.nz 

Website: www.stjoeslevin.school.nz 

 The 42 million jackpot prize has been won! You probably have the same wish 

as most of us: to win the huge amount. And we are even ready to give away more 

than half of the prize if our “prayer” is granted. 

 Well, Bartimaeus in the gospel won more than the value of 42 million dollars. 

He begged Christ to let him see. Indeed, “he received his sight, and started to fol-

low him on the way.” To “follow him on the way” is not a geographical route but a 

spiritual journey that means following Jesus on His way of life.  

 Hence, there are two miracles in this story. Bartimaeus was given physical 

sight. He was also given the sight of faith. As Saint Augustine said, “When he was 

given his sight, the first thing he saw was his Saviour.”  

 The gospel story is ultimately about us. We often want a favour from God. And 

we promise many things if only God will grant us that favour. But when the fa-

vour is granted, the promise is quickly forgotten. It is disappointing that many 

need a disaster to awaken their faith. 

 God has already blessed us in many ways - health, friends, finances, etc. Yet, 

it is not uncommon that robust health and secure wealth inflate our sense of self-

reliance and estrange us from God. Too often, we need a crisis to re-commit our-

selves to a faithful Christian life. 

 This week let us reflect on the graciousness of God to us and pray for the 

“eyes” to be able to see it even in the dark moments of our life. 

 

Pa Dennis Nacorda 

What is happening in the Sunday Masses this 

week: 

1. Time and Talent Forms available in the seats 

for you to fill in. Please return or drop the 

forms at the designated dropbaskets. 

2. Synod on Synodality Info Campaign. Seeking 

for your support and participation. 



PARISH FINANCE 

The parish finances have been adversely 

affected by the lack of Masses. Thanks to 

those who are enrolled in automatic pay-

ments and envelopes there has been a 

good amount coming in. I invite everyone 

to please consider moving to automatic 

payment if you haven’t yet. It is a great 

help for the parish to be able to finance 

the different activities of the Parish and 

Archdiocese.  

PARISH BANK ACCOUNT: St. Joseph Cath-

olic Parish (BNZ) 02 0668 0115553 000. 

PARISH REGISTRATION and AUTOMATIC 

PAYMENT FORMS available in the foyer and 

in the website: www.sjosephlevin.com. 

P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  After each Synod the 

Pope writes an Apos-

tolic Exhortation which contains his thoughts 

about the topics that have been discussed. 

What are the names of those documents 

written by Pope Francis? 

Answer: Amoris Laetitia (on Family); 

Christus Vivit (on Youth); Querida Amazonia 

(on the Amazon). 

COME AWAY AND REST AWHILE – the 

short retreat will be held on Saturday 6 No-

vember from 3-5pm. The theme is “My Spir-

it rejoices in God my Saviour”. Please regis-

ter  with Bridget, on 021 482 178 or bybrid-

get@xtra.co.nz If you registered before you 

need to re-register.  

CHURCH CLEANING - New church clean-

ing rosters are now available. If you haven't 

already received your roster by email, 

please collect from the church foyer. Any 

questions please contact Leonie Straw-

bridge 222 5030. 

80TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 

Celebration for our parishioners who were 

born 1941. 80 years old. Proposed date 

13th November. (Subject to Levin being at 

Level 1.) Liturgy 11am in St Joseph's 

Church Levin followed by a pot luck lunch 

(finger food) 12md in School Hall. Open to 

all parishioners who wish to support our Oc-

togenarians. Contact Carolyn Johns 06 368 

0958, 0274 632 042. 

PPC MEETING 26th Oct 7pm @ the Parish 

Centre 

OCTOBER is the month of the Rosary. 

Please pray the Rosary. 

CHURCH AND PARISH CENTRE are now 

available again for use. Please book in the 

logbook in the Church foyer as soon as 

possible to avoid conflicting times. 

CHURCH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES can 

resume but needs to follow the protocol. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CORNER 
 

The Mission of St Vincent de Paul is to provide person to person, practical and effective 
help to those in need; sharing their burdens and joys; sowing seeds of hope, and promoting 
human dignity, justice, and self-sufficiency. Personal contact is the key way that this is done 
using our God given eyes and ears to discern what help is needed. There is a huge need in 
our community for helping people and a whole range of ways that we strive to meet these 
needs. 
If you are interested in learning more about this ministry, and thinking of how you could join 
us, please call one of us. Bernie (021 406 427), Kilian (022 695 0056), John (06 367 2467). 
(SVdP Levin Bank A/c for direct donations: 11 6932 0308328 11) 

Online Masses 
Bishop Steve Lowe (Hamilton) is saying 

Mass everyday during lockdown at 9am. 

Click on this link and follow the direc-

tions  https://www.cdh.org.nz/livestream  

Sunshine TV Mass at Sunshine TV Channel 

at around 2pm. 

BRAIN TEASER   



WHAT IS SYNODALITY?  

BACKGROUND FOR THIS SYNOD 

By convening this Synod, Pope Francis invites the entire 

Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and 

mission: “It is precisely this path of synodality which God ex-

pects of the Church of the third millennium.” Following in the 

wake of the renewal of the Church proposed by the Second 

Vatican Council, this common journey together is both a gift 

and a task. By reflecting together on the journey that has 

been made so far, the diverse members of the Church will be 

able to learn from one another’s experiences and perspec-

tives, guided by the Holy Spirit (PD, 1). Enlightened by the 

Word of God and united in prayer, we will be able to discern 

the processes to seek God’s will and pursue the pathways to 

which God calls us – towards deeper communion, fuller par-

ticipation, and greater openness to fulfilling our mission in 

the world. The International Theological Commission (ITC) 

describes synodality this way:  

‘Synod’ is an ancient and venerable word in the Tradition 

of the Church, whose meaning draws on the deepest 

themes of Revelation […] It indicates the path along 

which the People of God walk together. Equally, it refers 

to the Lord Jesus, who presents Himself as ‘the way, the 

truth and the life’ (Jn 14,6), and to the fact that Chris-

tians, His followers, were originally called ‘followers of 

the Way’ (cf. Acts 9,2; 19,9.23; 22,4; 24,14.22).  

First and foremost, synodality denotes the particular 

style that qualifies the life and mission of the Church, ex-

pressing her nature as the People of God journeying together and gathering in as-

sembly, summoned by the Lord Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim 

the Gospel. Synodality ought to be expressed in the Church’s ordinary way of liv-

ing and working.  

In this sense, synodality enables the entire People of God to walk forward together, listen-

ing to the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, to participate in the mission of the Church in 

the communion that Christ establishes between us. Ultimately, this path of walking togeth-

er is the most effective way of manifesting and putting into practice the nature of the 

Church as the pilgrim and missionary People of God (PD, 1).  

The entire People of God shares a common dignity and vocation through Baptism. All of 

us are called in virtue of our Baptism to be active participants in the life of the Church. In 

parishes, small Christian communities, lay movements, religious communities, and other 

forms of communion, women and men, young people and the elderly, we are all invited to 

listen to one another in order to hear the promptings of the Holy Spirit, who comes to 

SYNOD ON  
SYNODALITY 

 

Pope Francis is asking eve-
ryone to be involved in a 
global Synod, “For a Synodal 
Church: communion, partici-
pation, and mission”. The 
synod opens on 17th Octo-
ber.   

In Wellington, the opening 
Mass will be at St Teresa’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Karori. All 
parishes  will join in prayer 
for the Synod.  

To understand this whole 
process, please go the web-
site: https://www.synod.va/
en.html and download the 
vademecum in pdf format.  

Please visit our diocesan 
website as well: https://
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/
about/archdiocesan-
synod/ 

You can also see this in our 
website: 
www.stjosephlevin.com 
and go to the news and up-
dates menu and click “synod 
on synodality.” 



guide our human efforts, breathing life and vitality into the Church and leading us into 

deeper communion for our mission in the world. As the Church embarks on this synodal 

journey, we must strive to ground ourselves in experiences of authentic listening and dis-

cernment on the path of becoming the Church that God calls us to be.  

 

THE AIM OF THE SYNOD 
 

The present Synod focuses on the topic of synodality itself. The current Synodal Process 

we are undertaking is guided by a fundamental question: How does this “journeying to-

gether” take place today on different levels (from the local level to the universal one), al-

lowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? and what steps is the Spirit inviting us to take in 

order to grow as a synodal Church? (PD, 2)  

In this light, the objective of the current Synod is to listen, as the entire People of God, to 

what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. We do so by listening together to the Word of 

God in Scripture and the living 

Tradition of the Church, and 

then by listening to one anoth-

er, and especially to those at 

the margins, discerning the 

signs of the times. In fact, the 

whole Synodal Process aims 

at fostering a lived experience 

of discernment, participation, 

and co-responsibility, where a 

diversity of gifts is brought to-

gether for the Church’s mis-

sion in the world.  

In this sense, it is clear that the purpose of this Synod is not to produce more documents. 

Rather, it is intended to inspire people to dream about the Church we are called to be, to 

make people’s hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds, to weave new and 

deeper relationships, to learn from one another, to build bridges, to enlighten minds, warm 

hearts, and restore strength to our hands for our common mission (PD, 32). Thus the ob-

jective of this Synodal Process is not only a series of exercises that start and stop, but ra-

ther a journey of growing authentically towards the communion and mission that God calls 

the Church to live out in the third millennium.  

This journey together will call on us to renew our mentalities and our ecclesial structures in 

order to live out God’s call for the Church amid the present signs of the times. Listening to 

the entire People of God will help the Church to make pastoral decisions that correspond 

as closely as possible to God’s will (ITC, Syn., 68) The ultimate perspective to orient this 

synodal path of the Church is to serve the dialogue of God with humanity (DV, 2) and to 

journey together the kingdom of God (cf. LG, 9; RM, 20). In the end, this Synodal Process 

seeks to move towards a Church that is more fruitfully at the service of the coming of the 

kingdom of heaven.  







May the souls of our beloved dead  and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Terry Ritson    Catherine Clarke   Hoko Gardiner   John Weal    Mollie Batten 

An info campaign about SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 

will be done every Post-Communion Notices. If you 

would like to be facilitator of the sessions for the 

synod group discernment process, please let Harry 

Bennik or Bridget Taumoepeau know or email the 

office@stjosephevin.com. All groups in the parish 

are enjoined to do this discernment process in their 

regular meetings. Please get in touch with Harry or 

Bridget for more information. 

HEARTS AFLAME is a national Cath-

olic event for young adults that has been 
running for 30 years. At Hearts, people are 
drawn into a deeper relationship with Christ 
through the Sacraments, formation, and 
community. Many participants describe it as 
life-changing. With the 30th anniversary 
coming up, the Hearts Aflame Planning 
Team invites parishioners to support this 
event. If you would like to make a donation, 
please visit the website at 
www.heartsaflame.org.nz/donate/. Above 
all, prayer is always appreciated! 

Catholic-Lutheran 

 Joint Baptism Statement  

The Catholic and Lutheran churches in Ao-
tearoa New Zealand have approved a state-
ment recognising the unity of each other’s 
baptisms. The statement is called Baptised 
Together in Christ. It will be particularly help-
ful for families wanting to baptise their child 
where one parent is Lutheran and the other 
Catholic. The Statement is the result of work 
by the Roman Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue 
Commission, established in 2017 by Luther-
an Bishop Mark Whitfield and Catholic Car-
dinal Archbishop  John Dew.  

Paper copies of the statement will be distrib-
uted  to parishes as Covid-19 restrictions 
permit. Meanwhile, details of the Statement 
and a link to a PDF copy of the Statement 
are online here: 

 https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-
releases/lutheran-catholic-baptisms/ 

A PDF of the Statement is here: 

 https://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/

Uploads/1-Final-Baptised-in-Christ-web.pdf 

Please fill in the forms available in your 

seats and inserted in the newsletter. Your 

time, talent, and treasure would really 

help the church achieve its mission and 

our parish’ vision. Drop it off at designat-

ed boxes before you leave the church. 

https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/lutheran-catholic-baptisms/
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/lutheran-catholic-baptisms/
https://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/1-Final-Baptised-in-Christ-web.pdf
https://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/1-Final-Baptised-in-Christ-web.pdf


Readings at Sunday Mass 

(24/10/2021) 1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9; 2nd Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6;  

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52 

Responsorial Psalm: “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.” 

(31/10/2021) 1st Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6; 2nd Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28;  

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 

Why do we...  

observe novenas? 

 A novena consists of nine successive days of public or private prayer for 

a special intention, a special occasion, or in preparation for a feast. It 

reminds us of the nine days Mary and the disciples spent together in prayer 

between Ascension and Pentecost. 

 These nine days form the tradition of the particular nature of the number 

nine, as the Hebrews considered certain numbers as sacred or cursed. 

This widespread and popular devotion is not liturgical in character, but over 

the centuries it has been the subject of many indulgences by the Church. 

In some cases, prayer could be accompanied by some act of mercy or 

devotion to enhance its effectiveness with God. The effort of maintaining a 

devotion for a full nine days gives the petition further strength and 

leigitmacy. Currently, only three public novenas are so recognised, namely 

the ones for Christmas, Pentecost, and the Immaculate Conception. 

Private novenas develop out of popular piety. 

Monday, 25th Oct 9.30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

Tuesday, 26th 9.30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 1pm Tuesday Social Group at the Parish Centre 

 6pm Divine Mercy, Samoan Group at the side Chapel 

Wednesday, 27th 9.30am Holy Mass 

Thursday, 28th 9.30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion, Sts Simon and Jude 

 5pm Meditation in the Christian Tradition at the chapel 

Friday, 29th 11.10am Exposition 

 12.10pm Holy Mass 

 5.30pm Reading practice 

Saturday, 30th 5:30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday, 31st 9:15am Morning Mass 

W E E K L Y  S C H E D U L E  

Please book the venues of your 

events/activities at the foyer of the 

Church. Those who have booked will 

have the priority to use the venue. 
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