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LEVIN-TAITOKO 
“A COMMUNITY RADIATING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”  

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH 
56 Weraroa Road, Levin 

 

   Website: www.stjosephlevin.com 
   Facebook: St Josephs Catholic Church Levin 
   Phone: 06 210 2891/0220406399 
   Email:  Fr Dennis — pp@stjosephlevin.com   
          Office — office@stjosephlevin.com 

FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT, YEAR C 
Dear Parishioners, 
Hula! It has been almost a year since we become a parish again. After more than five years 
of being combined with St. Mary's Otaki, we had had a fresh start in March this year when 
Cardinal John re-established our community as parish once again.  
Looking back, all I could say is it has been a graced journey. Just like the bamboo plant, be-
fore the buds show up on the ground and begin to shoot up into the sky, it spreads its roots 
deeply and widely for nutrients and anchorage. We, too, needed to establish the essential 
foundation for a parish to operate.  
On the admin side, from setting an office with all the necessary tools and equipment to up-
dating old parish roll and digitalizing records. We now have our website running, which can 
interact directly with inquiries and manage our booking system. We continue to use social 
media to help us disseminate valuable information and updates. The newsletter is a work in 
progress as it continues to evolve based on the feedback given by parishioners. 
The Parish Pastoral Council was able to develop a two-year pastoral plan that helps direct 
the community towards achieving our vision as a parish. Each member has a committee to 
handle to ensure that we are on the right track towards our vision. Kudos to all the members 
of the PPC. Despite the Covid19 pandemic, you tried working things out according to our 
pastoral plan.  
The Liturgy Committee, too, is working hard to work things out for the worshipping commu-
nity. It has not been an easy year for you, from organizing big celebrations in the parish to 
running the Time and Talent Sundays and creating rosters for different ministries. But please 
tap your shoulders, for you continue soldiering on and learning at the same as you go along. 
The Finance Committee was formed early this year. We were pretty unsure what needed to 
be done and where to start. We tried to navigate uncharted waters - learning how to open 
bank accounts, secure myIRD, Charities Commission, and GST numbers, use Xero ac-
counting, and now understand how to issue GST returns ready for the end of the financial 
year. Special thanks to this incredible team who are committed and willing to learn. Because 
of your hard work, we are now in a good and, perhaps, stable position for next year. 
And to all of you who formed part of this parish, thank you. You may say, "I did not do much, 
really," but even how small it may be, if put together, can be a force to reckon. Without your 
graciousness to the parish, we would not be able to move forward. In treasure, time, and tal-
ent, your contribution has helped the parish continue to sail on. 
Indeed, these confirm what I said in the Welcom Newspaper that I may have been thrown in 
the deep end; it is not that scary. I can confidently tell you now why. It is because of you. But 
above all, it is because God, the Emmanuel, is with us, working in our midst. He blessed the 
work of our hands and the prayers in our hearts. To God we are eternally grateful. 
Enjoy the holidays and the Holy Days. I am looking forward to a fresh start next year. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Fr. Dennis Nacorda 



 

PARISH FINANCE 

The parish finances have been adversely 

affected by the lack of Masses. Thanks to 

those who are enrolled in automatic pay-

ments and envelopes there has been a 

good amount coming in. The bills do not 

stop during lockdown. Hence, we are to 

spend money for it. I invite everyone to 

please consider moving to automatic pay-

ment if you haven’t yet. It is a great help 

for the parish to be able to finance the dif-

ferent activities of the Parish and Archdi-

ocese.  

PARISH BANK ACCOUNT: St. Joseph Cath-

olic Parish (BNZ) 02 0668 0115553 000. 

PARISH REGISTRATION and AUTOMATIC 

PAYMENT FORMS available in the foyer 

and at the website: www.sjosephlevin.com. 

St VINCENT de PAUL CORNER 

With the Feast of Christ’s birth getting very close now and considering the humble stable 
conditions into which he was born, we turn our thoughts even more to those in our com-
munity under the strain of having little and the additional pressure they face during this 
Christmas period and school holidays. Demand for essential food increases so any help 
you can provide would be much appreciated. Some suggestions – cereals, tea, pasta, rice, 
tinned food, cooking oil – whatever you think will provide good sustenance for a family. 
The SVdP basket is at the rear of the Church by the door. Thank you all for your continued 
generosity.  

To contact us call Bernie (021 406427), or John (06 367 2467) or Kilian (06 367 0474) 
SVdP Levin Bank A/c for direct donations: 11 6932 0308328 11 

NATIVITY PLAY  If you are going to Christ-
mas Eve Mass at 6pm and have children who 
would like to be in the play, they need to at-
tend the practice on Tuesday 21 and Thurs-
day 23 December at 5pm in the Church  
Church. We  have parts for Mary & Joseph, 
1 Angel, 3 Shepherds, 3 Kings, an Innkeep-
er,  and roles for angels and sheep. Contact 
Teresa Mason,  022 139 7623. 

SUNDAY MASS TIME CHANGES from 
9.15AM TO 9.30AM will start on CHRISTMAS 
DAY. Please take note of this change. 

MUSICIAN AND CHOIR needed for the 
10pm, midnight and 1pm Christmas Masses. 
If interested, please contact Fr. Dennis. 

MINISTRY ROSTERS FOR 2022 are availa-
ble at rear of Church. If you want to volunteer 
for Christmas or New Year ministries there 
are also forms there. 

MALE AND FEMALE HELPERS NEEDED— 
3 hours/month at the Opportunity Shop, oppo-
site the Council Building on the Main High-
way. Ring Tony Strawbridge 222 5030 (home) 
or 022 3001423 (mobile) for more info.  

PLEROMA SHOP Bible Diaries for $20. Hur-
ry, we have limited supply.  

THE WORD IN OTHER WORD Bible Diary 
2022 is now available for orders. Place your 
order by email (info@missio.nz or using our 
donation page www.missio.nz/donate and 
click the dropdown window for “Bible Diary.” 
Please include postage: up to 2 copies 
($5.10), up to 4 copies ($7.20). Or call MIS-
SIO-NZ office at 09 489 6549. All proceeds go 
to seminaries in various dioceses in Africa, 
Asia, and the Pacific. 

P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  Pope Francis has re-

cently made an over-

seas Apostolic journey. Where did he visit 

and how many such journeys has he made? 

Answer: Cyprus and Greece. This was his 

35th journey outside Italy. He was 85 on 

BRAIN TEASER   

CHILDREN ALTAR SERVERS CHRISTMAS 
PARTY Calling all children who have served 
in the Mass this year 2021 to please come to 
the Christmas Party. This is the parish’ way 
of thanking you for your service in the Mass. 
This will be on 22nd December 2021 at the 
Parish Centre from 3pm onwards. Games 
and heaps of Foods awaits you.  Please 
mark you calendar. 
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PARISH POLICY AND PLAN FOR THE TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM 

We are in orange color at the start of the traffic light system. Taking into account Cardi-

nal John’s objectives and guidelines and the government’s COVID-19 Protection 

Framework – Guidelines for Places of Worship, the Parish Pastoral Council and Parish 

Liturgy Committee came up with a policy and plan surrounding the celebration of Mass 

and any parish gatherings. 

There are two “kinds” of Mass according to attendance: the My Vaccine Pass Mass 

(requiring a My Vaccine Pass – meaning the person is fully vaccinated or has received 

two doses of the vaccine) and the Restricted Number Mass (the person is either unvac-

cinated or has not received a full dose of the vaccine). 

POLICY 

Orange 

The two Sunday Masses (5.30 vigil Mass 

and 9.15 am Mass) will be the My Vaccine 

Pass Masses with no limit. A Restricted 

Number Mass with a 50-person limit will 

be on Sunday at 1pm.  

PLAN 

A plan for implementation should be pre-

pared for each color scheme. 

Orange 

St. Joseph’s Church will begin in orange 

color the Sunday after the traffic light sys-

tem takes effect.  

My Vaccine Pass Mass 

Since there is no limit for this type of gath-

ering, no booking system needed. The on-

ly thing needed to do is the checking (by 

sighting) the My Vaccine Pass at the entry 

of the Church. People need to come early 

to enable a smooth flow of the process. 

Signing up or scanning the QR Code is 

still required. 

Restricted Number Mass 

In Orange color, 50 people at most can be 

accommodated in the Sunday Mass which 

will be at 1 pm. This will be part of the reg-

ular schedule all throughout in the traffic 

light system. Additional Masses will be 

provided on Saturday evening at 7 pm 

and Sunday evening at 6 pm should the 

need arise. Local booking system will be in 

place to be able to know if there is a need to 

provide additional Masses. Please look down 

for the booking system. 

STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION 

Booking system for the  My Vaccine Pass 

Mass will continue as usual for red color 

scheme. There will be no need for booking 

once we are in the orange and green as 

there are no limits to numbers. 

Booking System for the Restricted Number 

Mass is as follows: 

1. Parishioners and non-parishioners can 

book in our local restrictive number 

Mass. 

2. It is encouraged that the fully vaccinat-

ed ones will not book in this system. 

That would maximize the opportunity for 

unvaccinated ones to be able to come 

to Mass. 

3. The booking for Mass can be done in 

many different ways Please go to the 

Different Booking System Section. 

4. All bookings will be received until Friday 

afternoon at 3 pm. 

5. (for the red color) If it is found out that 

there are more than 10 people regis-

tered for the 1 pm Mass, the first 10 

shall be accommodated to that particu-

lar time. The other ones will be sched-

uled at a different time: either 7 pm Sat-



 

urday vigil Mass or Sunday 6 pm Mass 

or both. They will be notified with the 

change by Friday afternoon. 

Different Booking System For Restricted 

Number Mass 

Website: 

1. Go to www.stjosephlevin.com and click 

the yellow button for the “Restricted 

Number Mass.” 

2. Scroll down and you should be seeing 

the upcoming events. 

3. Click RSVP button. It will take you to 

the booking form. 

4. Fill in the needed information and click 

the "Next" button. You cannot go to the 

next page if you do not complete the 

form. 

5. Tick the box to agree with the policy for 

the Restrictive Number Mass. 

6. Then click submit. 

7. You will receive a confirmation email 

that you have booked in successfully. 

*Do not forget to scroll down every time after 

you click a button. 

Text or Call: 

Please contact the office number (06 210 

2891) or Fr. Dennis personal number 

(0220406399) and provide your complete 

name and contact details. 

Email 

You can email the office at of-

fice@stjosephlevin.com with your intent to 

attend the Mass on that particular Sunday 

with your name and contact details. 

Facebook Messenger 

You can also leave us a private message 

through our Facebook page at https://

www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Catholic-

Church-Levin-102314338086230/. 

 

My Vaccine Pass Verification 

Please do not forget to bring your My Vac-

cine Pass to the Church. At the Church foyer, 

the greeters will ask for your My Vaccine 

Pass. Please present it to them. Sighting 

them is good enough. 

Protocols While Inside the Church 

My Vaccine Pass Mass 

Orange 

• Registering/scanning required upon entry. 

• Wearing of mask is optional but encour-

aged. 

• Sanitize hands upon entry 

• 1-meter physical distancing optional.  

• Cough on your elbows 

• No singing. 

• Windows and doors are to remain open 

during the entire celebration. 

• No Holy Water fonts. 

Restricted Number Mass 

Orange 

Registering/scanning required upon entry. 

Wearing of mask is encouraged. 

Sanitize hands upon entry. 

1-meter social distancing is encouraged. 

Children at Year 4 and above are encour-

aged to wear masks. 

Church windows and doors shall remain 

open while the celebration is going. 

Cough on your elbows. 

No singing. 

No congregating. 

No holy water fonts. 

Please DISPOSE OFF 

masks properly 

NO SMOKING in 

Church grounds  
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Online Masses 

Bishop Steve Lowe (Hamilton) is saying 

Mass everyday at 9am at https://

www.cdh.org.nz/livestream  

TV Mass at Shine TV Channel at 2pm. 

TIME AND TALENT FORMS are 
available in the foyer. You are most 
welcome to be involved in the dif-
ferent ministries in the parish. We 
need  people to be actively involved in 
the Church. 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA MASSES 

From 16th December at 6am till the 24th De-

cember. Filipinos will take lead in the cele-

bration. All these Masses are Restricted 

Number Mass. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMETABLE:  

• Christmas Eve Mass - 6pm (with Chil-

dren’s Play and MVP Mass) 

• Christmas Eve Mass - 10pm (preceded 

with Christmas Carols and MVP Mass)  

• Christmas Midnight 12mn (Restricted 

Number Mass) 

• Christmas Day: 9.30 am (MVP Mass) 

• Christmas Day 1pm (Restricted Number 

Mass) 

Bookings are essential for all Restricted 

Number Masses 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY — (Sunday, 

26th December) - No Saturday Vigil Mass . 

• 9.30am Sunday Mass (MVP Mass) 

• 1pm Sunday Mass (Restricted Number 

Mass) 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  

• New Year’s Eve Mass 9.30pm 

• New Year’s Day Mass 9.30am 

EVERY SUNDAY FROM SOLEMNITY OF 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

Regular schedule: 

• 5.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass (MVP Mass) 

• 9.30am Sunday Mass (MVP Mass) 

• 1pm Sunday Mass (Restricted Number 

Mass) 

FOR OTHER SACRAMENTS, Please con-

tact Fr. Dennis at 0220406399. *Office will 

be closed from the 17th December 2021 un-

til the first week in February.  

CHRISTMAS AND HOLIDAY SCHEDULES 

May the souls of our beloved dead  and the souls of all the faithful departed through the 

mercy of God rest in peace. 

Pamela Gimblett     Elizabeth Cullinane    Patricia Richardson 

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY  

UPDATES 
 

SYNODAL PROCESS – thank you to all 

who attended the Parish Meeting on No-

vember 7 th – it was a good start to the 

Synodal process. It has become apparent 

that we all probably need more understand-

ing of how it all works. In view of this, there 

will be two stages in the overall process: 
 

(1) some introduction to the idea of discern-

ment, as opposed to discussion, with fur-

ther explanation of how the Synodal 

groups should be facilitated, and  

(2) the holding of Small Synodal groups, 

and possibly another Parish meeting.  
 

In the New Year we will start by holding 

some meetings to explain discernment and 

the way groups should be run. Further de-

tails nearer the time. 
 

SYNOD DEADLINE local phase has been 

extended from next April to 15 August. 

Bishop Steve Lowe says the original 

timeframe was difficult for us because of our 

summer holiday and the Covid-19 restricting 

face-to-face contact. More information: 

https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-

releases/local-synod-timing/ 



 

 

Why do we … 
follow the Roman rite in  

the expression of our faith?  
The Roman rite is the manner of celebrating Mass and performing 
other liturgical functions authorised by the diocese of Rome. By the 
12

th
 century, wherever Latin was used, the Roman rite was in vogue. By 

the 16
th
 century, it had firmly established itself under St Pius V and was 

adopted by the entire Church of the West with few exceptions. 
Following a single rite makes for a certain sameness throughout the 
world, so wherever Catholics go, they can recognise the course of the 
liturgy, no matter which language is used. 

 

The whole Roman rite expresses itself with clarity, precision, order, practical sense, and the 

absence of sentimentality, effusion, imagination and mystery. The Eastern rites tend to be 

more lengthy in expression and ceremony. Special features of the Roman rite are the 

celibacy of priests, unleavened bread for the Eucharist and, until recently, Communion under 

one kind, and the permission to receive Communion in the hand. Both of the latter are now 

common practice in the Church. 

Readings at Sunday Mass 

(19/12/2021) 1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4; 2nd Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10;  

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 

 Responsorial Psalm: “Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall 

be saved.” 

(26/12/2021) 1st Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; 2nd Reading:  1 John 3:1-2, 21-24;  

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 

 

Readings at Christmas Masses 
 

6PM VIGIL (CHILDREN’S AND MVP MASS) 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7;  Second Reading: Titus 3:4-6; Gospel: Luke 2:1-14  
 

10PM VIGIL MASS MVP MASS) 

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5;  Second Reading: Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;  

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25  
 

MIDNIGHT MASS (RESTRICTED NUMBER MASS) 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7;  Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14; Gospel: Luke 2:1-14  
 

9:30 AM MORNING MASS (MVP MASS) 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10;  Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6; Gospel: John 1:1-18  
 

1 PM AFTERNOON MASS (RESTRICTED NUMBER MASS) 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10;  Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6; Gospel: John 1:1-18  


