
LEVIN-TAITOKO 
“A COMMUNITY RADIATING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”  

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH 
56 Weraroa Road, Levin 

 

   Website: www.stjosephlevin.com 
   Facebook: St Josephs Catholic Church Levin 
   Phone: 06 210 2891/0220406399 
   Email:  Fr. Dennis — pp@stjosephlevin.com   
          Office — office@stjosephlevin.com 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning Mass 9:15 am 
Weekday Masses 9.30 am Tuesday to Thursday 
 12:10 pm Friday 

Liturgy of the word with Communion 9.30 am Monday 
Adoration 11:10 am Friday 
Reconciliation Friday after Mass 

ASCENSION SUNDAY 

The Feast of the Ascension is the celebration of the elevation of Christ into heaven by His 

own power in the presence of His disciples the fortieth day after His Resurrection. 

The ascension of Christ set the disciples into a new beginning in their lives. They are now 

to proclaim the Gospel to all peoples. Before ascending to heaven, Jesus has departing 

words to his disciples, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every crea-

ture…” 

Looking at the disciples, (fishers, sinners, outcasts, etc...) they are bound to fail by human 

standards. And yet, after almost two thousand years, the preaching goes on, as relevant 

and as challenging as ever. 

The Holy Spirit given to us in Pentecost gives us the gifts to be able to carry out the 

“Missionary Mandate,” - an absolute priority for all the baptized. Thanks to Jesus for  keep-

ing the promise He made to His apostles: “I am with you always, until the end of the 

world” (Mt 28:20). 

The mission of the Church has not changed ever since. In that mission, we can find our 

common vocation. That is why an inward-looking church does not reflect its true vocation: 

to go into the whole world, proclaim the gospel, make disciples, and baptize them.”  

In this World Communications Sunday, we are also to reflect how to carry out the mission 

using the different social communication platforms. The theme for this year, “Come and 

see,” suggests to recreate our way of evangelizing, enticing and relevant, but without los-

ing the Gospel’s authenticity and truth. 

Today is also the beginning of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. May all Christians be 

united in our mission to communicate God’s love to the world. And unity should start in our 

own backyard.                                                                                            Pa Dennis 

JOB VACANCY FOR: Experienced Social Worker for Catholic Social Services Full time 

role – 37.5 hours per week ! Contact the office for more information! 



THE SOCIAL GROUP invites everyone to 

join them every Tuesday from 1 to 2:30pm 

 at the Parish Centre (back of the church) 

MEDITATION IN THE CHRISTIAN TRADI-
TION - Resuming on Thursday this week, 
5pm at the chapel. 

DRIVE SLOWLY posters are visible in our 
carparks hoping to remind everyone using 
the space that they are not alone.  

PLEROMA STALL - visit the stall at the 
back in the foyer. 

SCHOOL CARPARK please DO NOT park 
on the red brick pavers, as the pavers are 
NOT designed to be driven or parked on. 

ST STEPHEN’S KUKU MASS resumes on 
the 4th Sunday of each month at 8.30am. 
Next Mass on Sunday May 23rd. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY MORNING MASS 
please bring a plate to share. 

FR CHRIS SKINNER CONCERT: at St 
Brigid’s Parish Feilding, 2pm on Sunday 
23rd May. Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$10 for students. Book at: (06) 323 3980 
or stbrigids@xtra.co.nz .   

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE TO RENT— if 
you have or know somebody who has a 
house for rent, please contact Atina Telea at 
0211 423 758. They are in desperate search 

S T  V I N C E N T  D E  P A U L  C O R N E R  

 The Kapi Mana Area Council will be visiting us this Sunday to hold their meeting in the hall. 
Please make them welcome and join them for a cup of tea after Mass.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 18 May at 7pm. This year we have welcomed 
several new members who are already taking an active part in our ministry. There is plenty 
still to be done, so anyone else who is interested in joining us or simply observing what we 
do would be most welcome. SVdP Levin Bank A/c for direct donations: 11 6932 0308328 11 

P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CORNER 

Website: 
  https://www.stjoeslevin. school.nz/  

Facebook page:  
 https://www.facebook.com/stjoeslevin. 
   school.nz 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Parish Enrolment Forms are available in 

the foyer.  

New Parish Bank Account: St. Joseph 

Catholic Parish (BNZ) 02 0668 0115553 000.  

Automatic Payment Forms are available at 

our website and in the foyer.  

Envelopes for planned giving are in the 

foyer. If you have transferred to automatic 

payments, you will still need the brown enve-

lopes. Please collect the brown ones and 

leave the white ones. 

Tax receipts are available in the foyer.  

O T H E R  N O T I C E S  

NZ CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Pastoral Care and Support conference and 
retreat for Catholic health practitioners at Our 
Lady’s Home of Compassion, Island Bay, 
Wellington, 3pm, 28 to 3pm, 29 May. Hear in-
teresting local speakers. Mass and Reconcili-
ation available. The NZ Catholic Bishops 
Conference supports this. Registration and 
details at: 
www.newzealandcatholicmedical.co.nz  

Faith on Line 
 

 

• “Why Ascension of Jesus Matters” Bishop 

Barron explains.  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=PxDTY_9w6ws 

• “Come and See” the theme for the World 

Communications Day https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ogO6G5Ff1c 

• “What is Week of Prayer of Christian Unity” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fZOBTWDt5EE 



May the souls of our beloved dead  and the souls of all the faithful departed  
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Jack Scott      Graeme McGuire     Ivy Mills   

 In communications, nothing can ever 

completely replace seeing things in person. 

Some things can only be learned through 

first-hand experience. We do not communi-

cate merely with words, but with our eyes, 

the tone of our voice and our gestures. Je-

sus’ attractiveness to those who met him de-

pended on the truth of his preaching; yet the 

effectiveness of what he said was insepara-

ble from how he looked at others, from how 

he acted towards them, and even from his si-

lence. The disciples not only listened to his 

words; they watched him speak. Indeed in 

him – the incarnate Logos – the Word took 

on a face; the invisible God let himself be 

seen, heard and touched, as John himself 

tells us (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-3). The word is effective 

only if it is “seen”, only if it engages us in ex-

perience, in dialogue. For this reason, the in-

vitation to “come and see” was, and contin-

ues to be, essential. 

 We think of how much empty rhetoric 

abounds, even in our time, in all areas of 

public life, in business as well as politics. 

This or that one “speaks an infinite deal of 

nothing... His reasons are as two grains of 

wheat hid in two bushels of chaff: you shall 

seek all day ere you find them, and when 

you have them, they are not worth the 

search.[2] The blistering words of the English 

playwright also apply to us as Christian com-

municators. The Good News of the Gospel 

spread throughout the world as a result of 

person-to-person, heart-to-heart encounters 

with men and women who accepted the invi-

tation to “come and see”, and were struck by 

the “surplus” of humanity that shone through 

the gaze, the speech and the gestures of 

BRAIN TEASER   16 May 2021: What is 

the difference between Justice and Mercy? 

Answer: Answer: ‘Justice gives what a per-

son deserves; mercy gives what a person 

needs. Such is the heart of 

God.” Fr Christoph Wrembek, S.J., in 

“H2ope for Judas”. 

those who bore witness to Jesus Christ. Every 

tool has its value, and that great communica-

tor who was Paul of Tarsus would certainly 

have made use of email and social messag-

ing. Yet it was his faith, hope and charity that 

impressed those of his contemporaries who 

heard him preach or had the good fortune to 

spend time with him, to see him during an as-

sembly or in individual conversation. Watching 

him in action wherever he was, they saw for 

themselves how true and fruitful for their lives 

was the message of salvation that, by God’s 

grace, he had come to preach. Even where 

this servant of God could not be encountered 

personally, the disciples whom he sent bore 

witness to his way of life in Christ (cf. 1 

Cor 4:17). 

 “We have books in our hands, but the facts 

before our eyes”, said Saint Augustine[3] in 

speaking of fulfilment of the prophecies found 

in sacred Scripture. So too, the Gospel comes 

alive in our own day, whenever we accept the 

compelling witness of people whose lives 

have been changed by their encounter with 

Jesus. For two millennia, a chain of such en-

counters has communicated the attractive-

ness of the Christian adventure. The chal-

lenge that awaits us, then, is to communicate 

by encountering people, where they are and 

as they are.                                                                From Vatican.va 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY 2021 

The Pope’s Message 



WHY DO WE… 
say “The Lord be with you” ?  

 

As a greeting, invitation or blessing, these words are employed fre-
quently in various liturgies by the person presiding. The formula 
alerts the congregation to what is to follow, usually a prayer or the 
Gospel, and is normally joined with a gesture of extending the 
arms toward the congregation. 
 
 This formula is used frequently in Scripture, sometimes as a 
greeting and elsewhere it constitutes a simple statement of God’s 
presence in the community. Sometimes it is translated as ‘The 
Lord  is  with you”, with the understanding that the 

priest recognises that he has before him a holy people assembled in the name of Jesus 
and in which Jesus is present. Because the formula is frequently repeated during the 
course of the celebration, it usually appears as a wish (‘May the Lord be with you’, in a 
special way perhaps) rather than a plain statement  of fact. 
The congregation’s response conveys a return of the greeting, agreement with it, and a 

Readings at Sunday Mass 
  

(16/05/2021) 1st Reading: Acts 1:1-11; 2nd Reading: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13;  

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20  

Responsorial Psalm: “God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 

for the Lord.” 
(23/05/2021) 1st Reading: Acts 2:1-11  ; 2nd Reading: Gal 5:16-25 ;  

Gospel: John 20:19-23  

Monday , 17th May 9.30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

Tuesday, 18th 9.30am Holy Mass, St. John I Pope and Martyr 

 1pm Tuesday Social Group at the Parish Centre 

 7pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting at the Parish Centre 

Wednesday, 19th 9.30am Memorial Mass for Danny Healy’s bro-in-law and sis 

Thursday, 20th 9.30am Holy Mass, St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

 5pm Meditation in the Christian Tradition at the chapel 

Friday, 21st 11.10am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 12.10am Holy Mass with school children, St. Christopher 

Magallanes and Companions, Martyrs 

 2pm RCIA at the presbytery 

Saturday, 22nd 5:30pm Pentecost Sunday Vigil Mass, St. Rita of Cascia 

Sunday, 23rd 9:15am Pentecost Sunday Mass 

W E E K L Y  S C H E D U L E  


