
LEVIN-TAITOKO 
“A COMMUNITY RADIATING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”  

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH 
56 Weraroa Road, Levin 

 

   Website: www.stjosephlevin.com 
   Facebook: St Josephs Catholic Church Levin 
   Phone: 06 210 2891/0220406399 
   Email:  Fr. Dennis — pp@stjosephlevin.com   
          Office — office@stjosephlevin.com 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 
Sunday Morning Mass 9:15 am 
Weekday Masses 9.30 am Tuesday to Thursday 
 12:10 pm Friday 
Liturgy of the word with Communion 9.30 am Monday 
Adoration 11:10 am Friday 
Reconciliation Friday after Mass 

27TH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

It aches my heart every time I answer a phone call, a text message, an email with “No Mass 

yet in the Church.” I can see how much you value and treasure the Mass. Attending Mass vir-

tually does not replace the actual celebration.  

“Virtual reality is no substitute for the Real Presence. There are no sacra-

ments on the internet, and even the religious experiences possible there 

by the grace of God are insufficient….” 

The Pontifical Council for Social Communication 

This is also difficult for me as a priest. In my ordination, the cardinal said in his homily to 

warm the hearts of the people. Covid19 restrictions had limited my reach. Virtual connections 

through texts, email, calls, and others at 

least help in our connectivity. However, not 

being able to carry out my priestly duties 

pain me deep within. 

I am looking forward to being able to cele-

brate the sacraments and be with you all in 

the Church. In the meantime, I bury myself 

with work in the office, pondering on possi-

ble ways that can help bring us closer to-

gether, fostering connectedness and belong-

ingness. 

Covid19 has indeed mocked up our parish pastoral and liturgical plan of activities. Many 

scheduled events have been either canceled or postponed. We cannot do much about it. 

There is no point fretting about it. We can only sigh, then carry on, hoping that we can set 

back into motion at some point in the future. 

Crisis is not necessarily bad at all. It provides opportunities and grace. Covid19 has chal-

lenged us to evaluate introspectively, to rise to the occasion, and think creatively as a com-

munity .                    Dennis Nacorda 

Cardinal John has granted me a one-month break 

prescribed in Canon Law. Though I cannot go home 

to be with my family and friends, I will spend this 

time meaningfully; rejuvenating my soul. I will be 

away the whole month of October and will be back 

in time for the All Saints and All Souls Days. If we 

will be back to level 1 or if  the cardinal will allow 

again the celebration of the sacraments, there are 

priests rostered to fill in for me. 



PARISH BANK ACCOUNT: St. Joseph Cath-

olic Parish (BNZ) 02 0668 0115553 000. 

PARISH REGISTRATION and AUTOMATIC 

PAYMENT FORMS available in the foyer and 

in the website: www.sjosephlevin.com. 

CHURCH AND CHAPEL open for individual 

time of prayer. Please observe protocol in-

side. The designated seats are marked. 

Chapel door opens from 8am to 8pm. 

LITURGY COMMITTEE MEETING - 5th 

October 2021, 7pm @ presbytery 

COME AWAY AND REST AWHILE – the 

short retreat is POSTPONED until Saturday 

6 November from 3-5.00 pm. The theme is 

“My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”. 

Please register  with Bridget, on 021 482 

178 or bybridget@xtra.co.nz Could those of 

you who registered before please RE-

REGISTER. Thank you. 

OCTOBER is the month of the Rosary. 

Please pray the Rosary. 

P A R I S H  N O T I C E S  BRAIN TEASER: 3 October 2021: What is 

the stigmata? Who was the first person to 
experience the stigmata? 

Answer: The stigmata is the appearance on 
a living person of the bodily wounds of 
Christ. St Francis of Assisi was the first 
known stigmatic. (His Feast Day is 4 Octo-
ber.) There have been others since, notably 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL APPEAL 

Our experience when reaching out to those in need is invariably to be confronted with 
those desperate for a helping hand – the hungry, lonely, those without work, homeless or 
near as, feeling the cold of winter and oftentimes losing hope. We don’t judge – just at-
tempt to ease the suffering being experienced in one form or another. Pope Francis fre-
quently speaks of our calling to meet the poor in “their space”. This can be hard but also is 
very humbling. The SVdP team support each other in this ministry but are also acutely 
aware of the encouragement and support of our Parish community. With your continued 
help we will also maintain the efforts to reach out to those most in need in our wider com-
munity. 
(SVdP Levin Bank A/c for direct donations: 11 6932 0308328 11) 

Online Masses:   

Bishop Steve Lowe (Hamilton) is saying Mass 

everyday during lockdown at 9am. Click on this 

link and follow the directions  https://

www.cdh.org.nz/livestream  

Sunshine TV Mass at Sunshine TV Channel at 

around 2pm. 

Visit our Facebook page @  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Catholic-Church-

Levin-102314338086230 

Creation can only be understood as a gift 
from the outstretched hand of the Father 
of all, and as a reality illuminated by the 
love which calls us together into univer-
sal communion. 

Pope Francis: Laudato Si' paragraph 67 



May the souls of our beloved dead  and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace.

Celebration Sunday October 3 Update 

As you know, the first Sunday in October is 

the national celebration day for Venerable 

Suzanne Aubert Meri Hōhepa. In previous 

years parishes have included special inter-

cessory prayers and an informative video at 

the Sunday Mass. 

With many churches closed around the coun-

try and Sunday Masses not possible under 

current Covid-19 restrictions, I am delighted 

to tell you that we have two special virtual 

celebrations planned for October 3, and we 

have also prepared some material for your 

private home devotional time.  

This year, Respect Life Sunday will be re-

named as Support Life Sunday to better re-

flect the active work Catholics must do to 

help people facing significant life decisions. 

Bishop Steve Lowe, Secretary of the NZ 

Catholic Bishops Conference, says the term 

“respect life” can seem passive. “Support 

Life reminds us that we are all called to both 

uphold the dignity of all life and be active in 

the practical work needed to support people 

facing significant life decisions.” Support 

Life Sunday is Sunday 10 October, with the 

theme "Honouring and Supporting Health 

Carers." Full details:  www.catholic.org.nz/

news/media-releases/respect-life-sunday-

now-support-life-sunday/  

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CORNER 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
stjoeslevin.school.nz 

Website: www.stjoeslevin.school.nz 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK (MHAW) 

27 SEPTEMBER - 3 OCTOBER 2021 

This year's theme is take time to kōrero/mā te kōrero, ka ora - a little chat can go a long 

way. It is all about connecting with the people in our lives and creating space for conversa-

tions about mental health and wellbeing. Whether it’s checking in with a mate, having a 

kōrero over some kai or saying hello to a stranger, a little chat can go a long way.  

The little, everyday conversations we have are surprisingly important – and they make a big 

difference to our mental health. Over time, these small chats create meaningful connec-

tions, help us understand each other better and ensure we have people we can count on 

when times are tough. 

Global Synod – For a Synodal 
Church 

Pope Francis is asking everyone to be in-
volved in a global Synod, “For a Synodal 
Church: communion, participation, and mis-
sion”. The synod opens on 17th October.   

In Wellington, the opening Mass will be at St 
Teresa’s Pro-Cathedral, Karori. All parishes  
will join in prayer for the Synod. 

Hoko Gardiner   Terry Ritson   Carlito Manalo   Glenda Villagonzalo   Doug Burgess

http://%20www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/respect-life-sunday-now-support-life-sunday/
http://%20www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/respect-life-sunday-now-support-life-sunday/
http://%20www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/respect-life-sunday-now-support-life-sunday/


Readings at Sunday Mass 

(03/10/2021) 1st Reading: Genesis 2:18-24; 2nd Reading: Hebrews 2:9-11;  

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 

Responsorial Psalm: “May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.” 

(10/10/2021) 1st Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11; 2nd Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13;  

Gospel: Mark 10:17-30 

Why do we...  

celebrate Ordinary Time?  

This is the name given to the part of the Liturgical 

Year which does not fall within one of the major sea-

sons (Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter) and does 

not observe any specific Mystery of Christ.  During 

this time, the Church continues to celebrate our Lord’s 

resurrection, but in relation to our ordinary, earthly 

lives. Ordinary Time unfolds Sunday by Sunday, bereft 

of any particular celebration except for a few major feasts. 

 Sunday is the day on which we celebrate the victory of Jesus through His Cross.  But it 

is not a question merely of recalling a past event. While we celebrate the resurrection, Je-

sus gathers us around Him, present among His own who have come together to listen to 

His Word and receive Him in the Eucharist. We look ahead also to Jesus’ final coming. 

Each Sunday is thus a ‘feast’ which is still incomplete. 

 Ordinary Time is a period of growth for all who follow the Liturgy. It is a time for stressing 

all the Christian virtues. We are aided in this silent and gradual spiritual growth by the Holy 

Spirit, who helps us to make of our seemingly ordinary lives an eternal offering to the glory 

of God. 

80th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 

A celebration of parishioners who turn/turned 80 years old 

this year. 

We know of 4 parishioners having their 80th soon.  

If you were born in 1941 and would like to be part of this 

celebration please contact Carolyn Johns 06 368 0958 or 

0274 632 042 for further information.  

Proposed date Saturday 13th November. 


