
LEVIN-TAITOKO 
“A COMMUNITY RADIATING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”  

THE COMMUNITY OF ST JOSEPH 

O TE PARIHI O HATO MERE RAUA KO HOHEPA 
56 Weraroa Rd                 Parish Priest         

Ph 062102891       Fr Dennis Nacorda 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30PM 

Sunday Morning Mass 9:15AM 
Weekday Masses 9AM Tuesday to Thursday 

 12:10PM Friday 

Liturgy of the word with Communion 9AM Monday 
Adoration 11:10AM Friday 
Reconciliation Friday after Mass 

I saw this poster at the St. Joseph’s School’s office 

the other day. What a great reminder to the faculty 

and staff and a great teaching to the children. 

What caught my attention are the words in paren-

thesis “culture of care.” This was Pope Francis’ ap-

peal for the 2021 World Day of Peace. 

He said “The culture of care calls for a common, 

supportive and inclusive commitment to protecting 

and promoting the dignity and good of all, a willing-

ness to show care and compassion, to work for 

reconciliation and healing, and to advance mutual respect and acceptance. As such, 

it represents a privileged path to peace.” 

He then pointed out the spiritual and corporal works of mercy and charity practiced by the 

early Church as an example. “The first generation of Christians shared what they had, so that 

no one among them would be in need. They strove to make their community a welcoming 

home, concerned for every human need and ready to care for those most in 

need.” (cf. Acts 4:34-35) 

If the school strives to live out a “culture of care,” so must we, as a parish. How can we live 

out this “culture of care” in our parish community?  

As we relate to one another, we can be sensitive with the choice of words we say that it would 

not be judgmental or derogatory but can be understood in the context of care and respect. 

We can find ways to reach out to the missing pieces in our community and to those in the pe-

riphery; and bring them back into the fold. 

“May we never yield to the temptation to disregard others, especially those in greatest need, 

and to look the other way; instead, may we strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, “to 

form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one another.”  

Pa Dennis 

Second Sunday in Lent Year B 
28th February 2021 



STATION OF THE CROSS on Lenten Fri-

days at 7pm 

RECONCILIATION during Lent on Lenten 

Wednesdays from 7—9pm 

THE SOCIAL GROUP invites everyone to 

join them every Tuesday from 1:30pm at the 

Parish Centre (back of the church) 

FOLLOWING FRANCIS –  the next Lenten 

prayers, using the Caritas resources, will be 

on Wednesday 3 March at 9.30 am and 

7.00 pm in the chapel.   

USHERS wanted — to take people to avail-

able seats inside the church. If you are in-

terested, please contact Kerry at 027 358 

6108 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE LEVIN — Will you pray 
for 1 hour each week for the protection of 
UNBORN CHILDREN during Lent? Each 
Saturday 10am at Chapel St Joseph's Lev-
in. 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY will recommence 
on Sunday 7 March during  the 9.15am 
Mass. Children ages 4 t0 8 years are wel-
come. 

More leaders needed! Please contact Tere-
sa Mason Phone:- 022 139 7623 Or 
Email: grandmateresa321@gmail.com 

MANNA PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP will 
be meeting on Sunday 7th March at 12.30 
pm for a Shared Lunch at John's. 

ST JOSEPH'S INDOOR BOWLING CLUB 
welcomes all new members.  We meet on a 
Tuesday evening at 7,15 pm in St Joseph's 
school hall, Durham Street,  First night 9th 
March.  For more information phone: Rich-
ard Cradock 9613049. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL - we are in 
need of some more writers for the Prayers 

of the Faithful for the weekend Masses. 
Guidelines will be provided. If you are able to 
contribute please contact Bridget after Mass 
or on 021482178 or bybridget@xtra.co.nz.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL meeting: will be held 
in the parish centre at 1.30pm on Thursday, 
4 March. If helping struggling families ap-
peals to you, you would be welcome to come 
along.  

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION: It’s that 
time of the month again – the first weekend. 
All donations of food and funds will be most 
gratefully received. Many of us cannot imag-
ine just how much practical help you enable 
us to supply each month. God bless your 
generosity. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM information 
Evening tonight at 6pm at the Parish Centre. 
Both parents and children are encourage to 
attend. 

SHARING OF STORIES will commence 
again on March 7th from 2pm at the chapel. 
Everyone is invited. 

ST. JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY parish and 
school whanau picnic on the 19th March at 
the school ground from 5pm. More details in 
the next newsletter. 

THANK YOU from the Mary McKillop Sisters 
for the donated stamps who will be auc-
tioned in Australia. Proceeds will support the 
school for girls in Peru with the aim of reduc-
ing violence and promote peaceful learning. 

MEDITATION IN THE CHRISTIAN TRADI-
TION Thursdays 5pm, Side chapel. An an-
cient form of contemplative prayer, deeply 
anchored in the teachings of the early Chris-
tian desert fathers and mothers. All welcome. 

WANTED one bedroom accommodation for 
one Indian nurse: contact Kerry 027-358-
6108 



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR LENT 2021 

 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem” (Mt 20:18) 
Lent: a Time for Renewing Faith, Hope and Love 

  (continuation from the previous newsletter) 

1. Faith calls us to accept the truth and testify to it before 
God and all our brothers and sisters. 

In this Lenten season, accepting and living the truth revealed in Christ means, first of all, open-
ing our hearts to God’s word, which the Church passes on from generation to generation. This 
truth is not an abstract concept reserved for a chosen intelligent few. Instead, it is a message 
that all of us can receive and understand thanks to the wisdom of a heart open to the grandeur 
of God, who loves us even before we are aware of it. Christ himself is this truth. By taking on 
our humanity, even to its very limits, he has made himself the way – demanding, yet open to all 
– that leads to the fullness of life. 

Fasting, experienced as a form of self-denial, helps those who undertake it in simplicity of heart 
to rediscover God’s gift and to recognize that, created in his image and likeness, we find our ful-
filment in him. In embracing the experience of poverty, those who fast make themselves poor 
with the poor and accumulate the treasure of a love both received and shared. In this way, fast-
ing helps us to love God and our neighbour, inasmuch as love, as Saint Thomas Aquinas teach-
es, is a movement outwards that focuses our attention on others and considers them as one 
with ourselves (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 93). 

Lent is a time for believing, for welcoming God into our lives and allowing him to “make his 
dwelling” among us (cf. Jn 14:23). Fasting involves being freed from all that weighs us down – 
like consumerism or an excess of information, whether true or false – in order to open the doors 
of our hearts to the One who comes to us, poor in all things, yet “full of grace and 
truth” (Jn 1:14): the Son of God our Saviour. 

BRAIN TEASER: What 

are the three traditional 

Lenten practices? 

Answer: Prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving.  

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CORNER 

VOLUNTEERS — the school is in need of volunteers for 
this school year to support children in their learning. Please 
approach Ms. Maria Lyne, the principal, for more details.  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER — production has been stopped. 
For information about the school and its activities, please 
refer to their: 

Website:  https://www.stjoeslevin.school.nz/  

Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/stjoeslevin.school.nz 

CARITAS : The Lent Appeal 2021 

Lenten Giving Envelope Packs have been made available in the foyer. You can either use the 

weekly donation envelopes or use a single donation envelope.  You may either return your do-

nation envelopes during the parish offertory collection or send them to Caritas directly. A free-

post envelope is available for this option. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#93


WHY DO WE… 
bestow a Saint’s name at baptism?  

 

 In the early days, a priest could, and often did, refuse to baptise a child whose name did not 
include that of a saint. The idea behind this command of the Church was to ensure the child 
possessed a heavenly patron, who was also expected to be a role model for the newly-
baptized. The chosen saint was expected to watch over the person’s soul until the time of death 
when he he/she would join his/her patron in heaven. During life, it was presumed that the per-
son would try to imitate the virtues and holiness of the saint. 
 

Just how many Catholics were aware of these expectations is questionable, especially if the 
saint was not very well known or if the lifestyle of the saint was totally unrelated to that of the 
baptized. However, the custom was based on the sound principle that a person is more likely to 
follow the way of the Lord if he/she has a reliable model to follow. Needless to say, the most 
common names invoked in the old days, and even today, were Mary, Joseph and the apostles. 

Readings at Sunday Mass 

(28/02/2021) 1st Reading: Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18; 2nd Reading: Rom 8:31-34; Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 

Responsorial Psalm: “I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.”  

(07/03/2021) 1st Reading: Exod 20:1-17; 2nd reading: 1 Cor 1:22-25; Gospel: John 2:13-25 

 

Monday , 1st March 9am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

Tuesday, 2nd March 9am Holy Mass 

 1:30pm Tuesday Social Group at the Parish Centre 

 6pm Divine Mercy Devotion  at the Chapel (Samoan Community) 

 7pm Liturgy Committee Meeting at the Parish Centre 

Wednesday, 3rd March 9am Holy Mass 

 9:30am Following Francis Reflection/Study Group at the Chapel 

 7pm Following Francis Reflection/Study Group at the Chapel 

 7-9pm Individual Reconciliation 

Thursday, 4th March 9am Holy Mass 

 1:30pm SVDP Meeting at the Parish Centre  

 7pm Christian Meditation at the Chapel 

Friday, 5th March 11am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 12:10pm Holy Mass with two classroom syndicate 

 6pm Choir Practice (Filipino Community) 

 7pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, 6th 5:30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday, 7th 9:15am Morning Mass 

 10:30am Sacramental Program: First Session on Reconciliation 

S C H E D U L E  O F  T H E  W E E K  


